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On Oct. 19, talks between representatives of the 10,000-member Federation of Unionized
Bankworkers (FSB) and bank officials broke down after Central Bank president Francisco Mayorga
offered a 14% wage hike in response to the federation's demand for a 100% increase. Mayorga
told reporters that under current economic conditions, the government cannot possibly afford to
meet the union's demands. The union originally asked for a 150% increase, and the government
responded with a 7% offer. Bank employees presently earn approximately $87 per month. Bank
employees also demand an end to dismissals, job reclassification, job security, payment in cordobas
oro, guarantees that banks will not be closed, and repeal of a law prohibiting more than one member
of a family employed in the same institution. On Oct. 22, the Federation announced plans to
continue their strike. Customs employees are also on strike, and have occupied the nation's eight
customs facilities. Their union is demanding the resignation of customs director general Silvio
Estrada, accused of negligence. (Basic data from AFP, 10/19/90; ACAN-EFE, 10/22/90)
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